
Rocky Ripple Town Council Meeting 
May 12, 2020 

 
 
Rocky Ripple Town Board Chair, Mandy Redmond, called the meeting to order at 7:31 pm.  
Town board members Megan Hulland and Randy Sanders were in attendance.  Julie Smith, clerk 
treasurer, Mike Kiefer, town marshal, and Matthew Dodson, town attorney were also present.  
The meeting was held via teleconference due to the COVID 19 situation. 
 
Welcome Community! 
1st time ever remote Rocky Ripple Town Board Meeting 
To maintain order and eliminate background noise, Mandy mentioned that she was going to mute 
everyone except active speakers and asked that residents send any questions or concerns via the 
chat feature.  When appropriate to the discussion, the person will be acknowledged and allowed 
to talk.   
 
Clerk Treasurer Reports 
Minutes 
March minutes were presented for approval as there was no Town Board meeting in April due to 
COVID 19 restrictions. No corrections to the March minutes presented for review.  Randy 
motioned to accept the minutes and Megan seconded the motion.  Motion unanimously passed.  
No meeting was held in April, so no minutes to review. 
Treasurer Report for March 2020 
Only non-routine warrants were 1st quarter payroll for board and clerk-treasurer and workshop 
fees.  Community Crossings grant monies, $87,071.25, were received.  Ending bank balance for 
3/31/2020 was $174,679.35.  Randy motioned to accept the Treasurer’s report and Megan 
seconded the motion.  Motion unanimously passed. 
Treasurer Report for April 2020 
Routine warrants except for quarterly payment of legal fees, town insurance, and tires for the 
police car.  Ending bank balance for 4/30/2020 was $167,583.41.  Randy motioned to accept the 
Treasurer’s report and Megan seconded the motion.  Motion unanimously passed. 
Status Report:  State Audit of Town Records  
Julie has been talking with Brooke Nelson, our assigned Field Examiner, who has been 
conducting the audit over the last month.  We are ready for our exit interview. 
 
Old Business 
Rocky Ripple Flood Protection Update/Floodwall Advisory Committee – 
The board met with DPW and Butler University on Monday, May 11th, where Mike Massonne 
provided an update on the flood wall project and shared a general outline for the project plan 
through 2020.  Mike Massonne introduced AECOM, whom the city has hired as the project’s 
technical representative for this project.  AECOM did the feasibility plan for the city.  According 
to Mike, there is still continued funding based upon stormwater fees and etc.  Mike shared 
updates regarding the survey that is about to commence with DLZ.  A letter went out to owners 
of property on the river.  In order to do this survey, they need to give homeowners a two-week 
notice.  They will start on town property first.  The survey is weather dependent.  Once done, 
there should be no need for AECOM to access residents’ properties for additional survey work.  



The expectation is that they will only access the affected properties one time.  Their findings will 
help determine where they can install an earthen levee versus a concrete wall, and etc.  The 
survey findings will also determine where they should place the wall to prevent flooding issues 
upstream.  When discussing COVID-19 precautions, AECOM and Mike Massonne made it clear 
that DLZ should not be contacting anyone inside of their homes.  The surveyors will be 
practicing social distancing and will have IDs and be wearing DLZ uniforms.  All vegetation will 
remain intact.  A notice was posted regarding this meeting.  After survey and paperwork is 
completed, they will run models based on flood levels.  That will take some time and then they 
will have conversations with DNR for permits.  The City of Indianapolis Legal team is still 
looking over the memorandum of understanding (MOU) before it can be shared with Butler and 
Rocky Ripple.  Regarding the Westfield Blvd Alignment, the city still has some work to be done 
by the Riviera Club, and also on the 52nd Street bridge, which will be closed to traffic when they 
work on it.  In addition to these final tasks, the city is also re-inspecting the wall since the 
various phases were done many years ago.  The city wants to make sure everything is in order 
before turning the project over to FEMA for approval.  Mandy plans to publish a newsletter 
regarding this new information especially for those who were unable to join us on tonight’s 
Zoom meeting. 
 
341 Ripple Rd House Construction Update 
No update.  Mandy has walked by the property and has seen no progress on the gravel/rock that 
was supposed to be removed per City directive to the home owner.  She will continue 
communication with City of Indianapolis Business and Neighborhood services on required 
actions. 
 
Ordinance Update – Drive Applications/Permitting 
Mandy has not heard back from the city regarding this issue.  She will follow up with them. 
 
New Town Website Update 
Progress continues.  The plan is to roll it out very soon.  In the meantime, residents should make 
sure the town has their current email information for future email blasts. 
 
Town Hall Maintenance/Repairs Update 
Jon Stohler had been asked to provide a proposal for dealing with the drainage problem in front 
of the town hall.  The marshal stated he was waiting for a proposal as well and was hoping to use 
it as a guideline to ask for other bids.  Mandy and Mike have had discussions with Jon 
subsequent to asking for the proposal and, based upon the discussions, Mandy asked the board to 
consider allocating funds for gravel and equipment rental fees, as Jon would be willing to 
perform the work on a volunteer basis.  Gravel is probably going to be biggest expense.  There 
will be equipment costs as well if we have to rent them.  This is our most urgent repair for the 
town hall. 
 
New Police Car Funding 
No news.  However, it was noted by Julie that we do have $15,300 in our Police Car fund.  
Mandy foresees fundraisers in our future. 
 
 



Other 
Community Crossing Grant came in so weather permitting, Globe Paving will be back here 
working during the 2nd week of June. 
 
New Business 
Marshal’s Report 
The Hohlt Park parking area in front of the mound will be redone.  Gravel, instead of millings 
will be put down.  The intent is to utilize the gravel taken from in front of the town hall.  It was 
suggested to also place some over by the portalet to prevent ruts in the grass from the 
maintenance truck.  There have been numerous complaints of someone going through the 
neighborhood and checking unlocked vehicles and rifling through them.  The description has 
been of an unidentified younger black male.  Mike has made Butler police aware of this problem 
so they too can be on the lookout.  911 is the best number to call for immediate response.  
 
Committee Updates 
RREM – Jill has had communication with the city wanting to know about the gauge behind the 
town hall.  They had questions about how easy it is to read, how accurate is it, and etc.  Jill and 
Andy have provided them with all the information.  We have utilized the gauge over the years to 
coordinate our levels with the Nora gauge readings upriver.  The city talked with Jill about 
putting in a satellite monitor for readings.  It would resolve several issues, including: 1. the fact 
that our gauge is hard to read at night and 2. the gauge could be read when RREM folks are at 
work.  Jill would hope we could keep our gauge since it is a visual that we all have depended on 
over the years and has historic value to us.  It would be interesting to know how accurate it has 
been.  Jill wondered if possibly we could link the gauge data to be on our homepage.   
Community Association - Juliette has started having email discussions with the other volunteer 
organizers about how best to proceed with the annual Rocky Ripple Festival.  Juliette asked 
residents to reach out to her with opinions and/or suggestions.  Juliette stated that her opinion is 
to cancel it, however she has a few ideas about possibly still doing it virtually.  Area festivals, 
like Irish Fest, have started to cancel.  The Community Association has not met since February 
but a virtual meeting for those involved in the festival will be scheduled in the coming weeks to 
discuss this further.  Sponsors would like the decision to be made at a later date, but for planning 
purposes, waiting is not an option according to Juliette.  There are tasks to do now if this festival 
is going forward.  A final decision will be made in the coming weeks.  Nancy Barton is 
proposing ‘drive by’ exchanges instead of the normal Plant Exchange.  Stop by the garden this 
coming Saturday and throughout the month of May.  The neighborhood Garage Sale will most 
likely not go on as scheduled either.   
 
Community Concerns 
A resident voiced a concern about the Marshal’s use of the title “Town Manager” in a letter, 
when Street Commissioner is the Marshal’s other title.  Mandy explained that he serves both 
functions and that his contract with the town reflects this.  People questioned the markings on 
Ripple Road on various properties, including near Jill Morris’ property.  It was discussed that 
these are not related to the floodwall surveying, as this was confirmed with DPW and the 
surveyors.  Resident inquired regarding sewer timeline and Mandy said per DPW and Citizen’s 
Energy information this will occur after completion of the Rocky Ripple floodwall project, so 
will not occur for several years. 



With no further business, Mandy called for a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Randy moved the 
meeting be adjourned and Megan seconded it.  All were in favor.  Meeting adjourned at 8:55 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted   
Julie Smith 
 


