
Rocky Ripple Town Council Meeting 
June 9, 2020 

 
Rocky Ripple Town Board Chair, Mandy Redmond, called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm.  
Town board members Megan Hulland and Randy Sanders were in attendance.  Julie Smith, clerk 
treasurer, Mike Kiefer, town marshal, and Matthew Dodson, town attorney were also present.   
 
Welcome Community! 
A COVID-19 precaution announcement was made asking everyone to social distance and to 
please wear a facemask throughout the duration of the meeting.  Welcome to John Barth, District 
7 City County Councilman, who is our visitor this evening.  John wanted to share with us that 
Indiana received $2.6 billion dollars from the CARES Act with $158 million of it going to 
Indianapolis and Marion County.  So far, $79 million has been allocated.  Rocky Ripple qualifies 
to receive aid and John wanted to make sure we were aware of this opportunity.  Examples of 
some items we could ask for are: wifi in town hall, modem, router, laptop, rental assistance, 
additional cleaning supplies and personal protective equipment for the marshal.  He suggested 
we make a list of what we need, the cost of items, and a one-page proposal justifying our 
requests.  The remaining $79 million will be used to help with budget cuts since all departments 
were told to cut back.  Megan offered to gather the lists from everyone and put together the 
proposal.  John Barth mentioned that Butler Tarkington Neighborhood Association made a 
statement regarding recent city, state, and national protests.  The board asked if Rocky Ripple 
should make a statement as well?  John Barth agreed that would be appropriate.  There is a 
public safety meeting on Wednesday night at 5:30 via Zoom if anyone is interested.  The Citizen 
Police Complaint Board will be presenting and asking for a review of or changes in some police 
administrative functions.  
 
Clerk Treasurer Reports 
Minutes - May minutes were presented for approval.  Megan saw two spelling errors in the 
minutes presented for review.  Julie noted what they were and will edit.  Randy motioned to 
accept the minutes after said corrections are made and Megan seconded the motion.  Motion 
unanimously passed. 
Treasurer Report for May 2020 - The only non-routine warrants presented were the purchase 
of two radar guns by Marshal Kiefer and a mowing invoice.  Ending bank balance for 5/31/2020 
was $167,827.63.  Randy motioned to accept the Treasurer’s report and Megan seconded the 
motion.  Motion unanimously passed. 
Status Report:  State Audit of Town Records - Julie clarified what Brooke Nelson, Field 
Examiner for SBOA, recently did was a review not an audit.  The difference between the two is 
that they do analytical procedures on a review and on an audit they pull individual receipts and 
claims to test.  An exit conference was held with all in attendance.  The two issues that Brooke 
addressed with the board during the conference was the absence of a capital assets ledger and an 
internal control policy.  The board will work on becoming compliant regarding both of those 
issues in the near future. 
 
Old Business 
Rocky Ripple Flood Protection Update/Floodwall Advisory Committee - Monthly updates 
with DPW have not been occurring.  They are still working remotely like many of us.  The 



Floodwall Advisory Committee is not up and running yet.  A few residents questioned why and 
would like to see the committee started now.  The board feels that there is nothing to discuss yet 
since the survey results have not yet been compiled.  However, since some residents have issues 
they would like answers to now, Megan suggested we have a few forums to start formulating 
these into a list for DPW to look at and respond back to us.  Concerns about delays were voiced 
by a few residents, but Mandy feels there is no delay but instead we are seeing them approaching 
this very methodically to ensure it is all done correctly.  Survey information is needed for 
modeling to begin.  November is the expected timeline for this step.  The board will ask Mike 
Massonne to come to a future board meeting.   
 
341 Ripple Road House Construction Update - Mandy has received no update from Donna 
since the last meeting.  According to website, the complaint is still open and there have been no 
changes.  Court date is July 8th, 2020 regarding this matter. 
 
Ordinance Update - Driveway Applications/Permitting - Mandy is still waiting to hear 
feedback from the city’s legal department regarding a review of the driveway ordinance. 
 
New town website update - Mandy was unable to test the blast message mechanism over the 
last month.  Website still needs a few tweaks.   
 
Town Hall Maintenance/Repairs Update - Jon did some work on the drainage situation.  He 
managed to dig up and grade before having some equipment problems.  Good news is that we 
discovered the exact location of the town hall’s septic tank and it was cleaned out.  The gravel 
that was dug up was moved to Hohlt Park to create parking for cars.  Mandy asked if we can 
allocate money so he can move forward, $5k is probably what Jon will need.  Megan made a 
motion, and Randy seconded.  All in favor.  Motion passed to allocate $5k to continue the work 
on town hall drainage issue. 
 
New police car funding - Nothing new.  We have $15,300 in the police car fund and $13,495.20 
in the rainy day fund. 
 
New business 
Covid-19 updates related updates - Playgrounds and shelters are still closed to the public; 
therefore, we are not installing portalets until both are reopened.   
 
Marshal’s Report - Mike has his Deputy, Joe Tanasovich, putting notices on Nextdoor.  On 
May 19th, White Pine Wilderness had a theft.  Case has been sent to juvenile court.  Restitution 
has been agreed upon by all parties and their families.  On May 31st, in the 5300 block of Sunset 
Avenue, there was a case of battery between brothers.  Globe will be completing the terms of 
their contracted quote by this weekend and the board will reassess the need for additional paving 
in the future. 
 
Committee Updates 
RREM - No representation present at meeting. 
Community Association - The May business meeting has been moved to June.  The annual 
meeting has been moved to July for this year due to COVID.  At the July meeting, a vote will be 



held on proposed changes to bylaws and officer elections will be held.  The garage sale has been 
cancelled as well as the Rocky Ripple Festival for this year, to be rescheduled for 2021.  If 
interested, the community association is seeking candidates for secretary and treasurer.   
 
Community concerns 
The retaining wall on the Brown’s property (Sunset and 53rd) is crumbling and they would like 
for the town to look into repairing it.  Town Board is looking into history of what entity has 
responsibility for maintenance of this wall, which was installed in the late 1970’s when the 
current 53rd street bridge was installed.  Randy will talk with the Browns about possible 
solutions.  A resident on Annette Street had numbers spray painted in their yard.  The marshal 
will check with Globe Paving in the morning to see what they might know about the numbers.  
Power lines and dead tree limbs at the corner of Crown and 51st Street.  Butler was contacted but 
the dead tree limbs are on private property.  A tree, near the circle on Riverview, has fallen onto 
Butler University property and is blocking a path.  Mandy suggested we have Mike from Butler 
University come to meeting in near future.  Margaret said she has seen increased traffic on 
Ripple Road and on Canal Blvd even though it is well marked to turn back on Sunset to exit the 
neighborhood.  A resident inquired why Mandy is serving as president and chairman of the 
Rocky Ripple Town Board.  Mandy explained that which town councilor serves in these 
positions is decided by the town council between themselves and that this had been discussed 
and decided at the first town board meeting of 2020 and can be changed when the town 
councilors decide to make further changes.  Megan and Randy both stated they are fine with 
Mandy continuing as chair as they learn the routine of town duties.  In the future that might 
change but the board is comfortable with current assignments.  A resident asked the marshal to 
clarify the protocol for bicyclists, pedestrians, and runners.  The general rule is bicyclists and 
runners go with the flow of traffic and pedestrians walk against traffic. 
 
With no further business, Mandy called for a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Randy moved the 
meeting be adjourned and Megan seconded.  All were in favor.  Meeting adjourned at 9:04 pm.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Julie Smith 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


