
Rocky Ripple Town Council Meeting 
March 10, 2020 

 
Rocky Ripple Town Board Chair, Mandy Redmond, called the meeting to order at 7:35 pm.  
Town board members Megan Hulland and Randy Sanders were in attendance.  Julie Smith, clerk 
treasurer, Mike Kiefer, town marshal, and Matthew Dodson, town attorney were also present.   

 
Welcome Community! 
Mandy explained that we had three guests from the City of Indianapolis present and we would 
give each time to speak and answer questions before routine town council business this evening. 
 
Guest Introductions: 
John Barth, District 7 City Councilor – 30th Street north to 73rd Street and MLK Jr. Drive east to 
College Avenue is his boundaries.  Singular biggest inquiry has to do with infrastructure.  John 
Barth and Keith Potts, District 2 City Councilor, are meeting with Dan Parker, Director of the 
Indianapolis Department of Public works (DPW), to go over DPW projects for District 2 and 7.  
This meeting is at 6 pm on April 7th at the Holliday Park Nature Center.  Register to receive 
John’s monthly newsletter by going out to www.votebarth.com.  John Barth outlined important 
issues for the south portion of his district, including: the increase in crime from Crown Hill 
Cemetery over to Meridian Street, overall property crime, food desert, and addiction issues.  
Issues to the north include potholes.  New development in the north part of the district involved 
tree removal and subsequent flooding.  There are proposals to mitigate climate change because 
the big dig will not solve it all.  John Barth mentioned he is working to develop a committee on 
environmental sustainability within the city Council.  Planting more trees around town is a must 
and residents are asked if they want the tree before planting is done.  Low income and African 
American neighborhoods are affected more on 90+ degree days.  Airbnb issue is everywhere.  
State legislation will need to address it.  A resident wanted to know about the switch from septic 
to sewer and if grinder pumps are the norm?  If so, does the city have sway regarding this issue 
of putting in grinder pumps?  John said he would look into that matter. 
Natalie VonDongen, Mayor’s Neighborhood Advocate – She serves in this capacity for the 
majority of Washington and Lawrence Township Districts.  Marion County Health Department 
is the agency for health crises.  They have a handy one page of FAQ’s about COVID-19.  
Remember to wash hands, avoid touching face, and stay home.  Have any questions, go to 
marionhealth.com.  Need kids for jobs in the summer.  Project Indy, a city program to help 16-24 
year old high schoolers and college students find jobs via 200 non-profit and corporate partners.  
Go to projectindy.net for more information.  March means the census is here.  Mailer should be 
arriving soon to a mailbox near you.  One can do it online, in person, or you can request to 
receive a form to fill out and mail in.  April 1st is National Census Day and canvassers will start 
knocking on doors to encourage folks to fill out their forms and to answer general questions.  
Natalie plans to attend our meetings on a regular basis. 
Donna Price, Assistant Administrator, City of Indianapolis Business and Neighborhood Services 
Department Bureau of License and Permit Services.  Donna oversees the issuing of licenses and 
permits for new construction, right of way, drainage, driveways, and etc.  Zoning compliance 
and violations are dealt with through this office as well.  Also, she is the flood plain 
administrator for the city.  Donna passed around a map of Rocky Ripple that showed what is in 
the flood fringe (light blue) versus being in the floodway (dark blue).  If located in the flood 
fringe, you are allowed to make a one-time improvement less than 50% of assessed value of your 
home.  A restrictive covenant is filed by homeowner so no new homeowner at the same address 
can do the same.  If you have federally backed mortgage you must have flood insurance.     

http://www.votebarth.com/


 
Regarding 341 Ripple Road, there were changes done without permits.  For now, everything 
seems to be under control.  Initially, there were violations for working without permits.  Then 
they obtained the proper permits.  They were then issued a violation for exceeding the scope of 
the project indicated on the permits.  Last week the inspector took pictures of the pipes sticking 
out of the ground that were not noted on any plans submitted to the city.  Per Donna, the gravel 
and riprap at the property must be removed and vegetation must be reestablished in order to meet 
city requirements.  The violations will not be released until vegetation has been reestablished. 
 
Questions and Answers Discussion on Permitting/Construction 
Were the permits for the 341 Ripple Road project issued for single family?  Yes.  Rocky Ripple 
is zoned D-5 which means only four unrelated people can live in a house. 
What can we do to stop similar situation in future?  Pay attention to zoning.  Whole 
neighborhoods can come out and protest.  Look and inquire when you see orange signs. 
Driveway permits – Whose responsibility is this ordinance?  Donna says we are responsible.  
Mandy has asked for the city’s Legal counsel to provide a written statement summarizing this.  
John Barth had different understanding regarding the driveway ordinance.  He is interested in 
knowing definitively and Mandy will follow up with him once the statement is obtained.. 
A resident had concerns about code enforcements regarding alleys.  People are putting boats, old 
cars, sheds and general junk in what was once drivable alleys back here in Rocky Ripple.  Is this 
your department?  Where do we look at plats?  Donna mentioned she would need to look at a 
plat to determine who has jurisdiction for the alleys. 
A resident inquired about the house on Riverview that had a tree fall on it.  Due to the substantial 
damage – defined as greater than 50% of the home’s assessed value – the home needed to be 
rebuilt as a flood conforming structure.  The structure meets current building requirements in a 
flood plain and has been permitted. 
Donna clarified that Health and Hospital is in charge of septic issues and questions. 
 
Clerk Treasurer Reports 
Minutes for February 2020 – No corrections to the minutes presented for review.  Randy 
motioned to accept the minutes and Megan seconded the motion.  Motion unanimously passed 
Treasurer report for February 2020 – Warrants were the normal ones with the exception of a bill 
for the treasurer bond, snowplowing in December, and door locks for town hall purchased at 
Lowe’s.  Ending checking account balance as of 2/28/2020 was $89,232.95.  Megan motioned to 
accept the Treasurer’s report and Randy seconded the motion.  Motion unanimously passed. 
Peace Park Electrical $ - All the donated funds earmarked for this expense have been exhausted.  
Additional donations to keep the flag illuminated will graciously be accepted.  Going forward, 
this expense will be taken out of the General Fund’s unallocated monies unless additional 
donations are obtained.  Michael Conard, who mowed for the town in 2019, has made contact.  
He will mow for same price as last year, which was $160 and included Hohlt, Peace, and 
Wapahani Park.  Only request we have of him is to not mow before Easter Egg Hunt.  The 
Portolet needs to be called and installed.  Julie will call to do that before April 11th.   
 
Old Business 
Rocky Ripple Flood Protection/Floodwall Advisory Committee 
Responsibilities outlined for City of Indianapolis, Butler University and Rocky Ripple will be in 
the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) which has not yet been shared with the Town of 
Rocky Ripple to be reviewed and signed.  Based on Mandy’s discussions with the City of 
Indianapolis, the MOU is still in legal review.  Randy had no update on floodwall advisory 
committee. 



 
 
341 Ripple Rd House Construction Update 
Per resident requests, it was arranged for City of Indianapolis representative Donna Price to 
attend tonight’s town board meeting to answer questions (see narrative above). 
 
Driveway Ordinance update  
Randy updated the draft driveway ordinance language following last meeting’s review.  Town 
attorney Matthew will review it and then we will be one step closer if we need it.  Town council 
will await receipt of written statement from Bob Frye, Legal Counsel for the City of 
Indianapolis, before enacting the Town of Rocky Ripple ordinance for driveway permitting.  If 
the Town of Rocky Ripple enacts the driveway permitting ordinance, the board discussed 
leveraging language from the City’s driveway ordinance. 
 
New Town Website Update 
Mandy has a growing list of questions for the town website administrators and will schedule time 
with Town Web to address them and for training of the Rocky Ripple Town Council in using the 
site.  Mandy asked Megan and Randy to share their availability so she could schedule a training 
with Town Web.   
 
Town Hall Maintenance/Repairs Update 
New locks were installed on town hall doors by resident Mick Gregory and Town Marshall Mike 
Kiefer.  New keys will be coming soon.  Marshal not happy so far with key pad, as it is using 
many batteries. 
 
New Police Car Funding  
No update. 
 
New Business 
Town Insurance  
Marshal Mike obtained a new insurance quote, as requested during the February town board 
meeting.  The new insurance quote is $400 less than previous policy, but it is difficult to verify it 
there are differences between what is covered in the new policy versus the previous policy.  
There are few insurance options so we might not be able to be selective.  The marshal will ask 
for a comparison and if the board members can look it over after he receives it, the marshal will 
follow up with the agent.   
 
Police Car Repairs 
Police car tires need to be replaced.  Marshal has obtained estimated costs, which are expected to 
be $1200 or less.  Randy motioned and Megan seconded that up to $1200 be allocated for the 
purchase and installation of new tires.  Motion unanimously passed.  Marshal stated that the 
police car’s gas gauge drops for no rhyme or reason and additional repairs may be needed.  Still 
looking for a police car grant.   
 
Street Paving 
The Community Grants Crossing funds will be coming in next 30 days.  Globe Paving has been 
called so we can be added to their list. 
 
 
 



Marshal’s Report 
There was a police run-in on February 23rd for a domestic disturbance in the 5300 block of 
Crown Street.  On February 29th, shots were fired at 52nd and Riverview at 2 am.  The marshal 
was not on duty at the time.   
 
Committee Updates 
RREM is meeting again on April 2nd.  The Easter Egg Hunt sponsored by the Community 
Association is coming up on April 11th. 
 
Community Concerns 
Tree fell in river at 660 W. 54th Street, leaving a root ball hole in the levee 
Graffiti on Westfield Blvd. wall.  A citizen has been calling the Mayor’s Action Hotline and 
wonders if a call from the Board would be helpful.   
As mentioned earlier, concerns about trash in the alley behind a citizen’s house.  
 
With no further business, Mandy called for a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Randy moved the 
meeting be adjourned and Megan seconded it.  All were in favor.  Meeting adjourned at 9:26 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
Julie Smith 
Clerk Treasurer 


