
Rocky Ripple Town Council Meeting 
February 11, 2020 

 
Welcome Community! 
Rocky Ripple Town Board Chair, Mandy Redmond, called the meeting to order at  
7:31 p.m.  Town board members Megan Hulland and Randy Sanders were in 
attendance.  Clerk treasurer, Julie Smith, and Town Manager/Marshal Mike Kiefer were 
also present. 
 
Clerk Treasurer Reports 
Minutes for January 2020 - No corrections to the minutes presented for review.  Randy 
motioned to accept the minutes and Megan seconded the motion. 
Treasurer report for January 2020 – Warrants were the normal monthly ones.  Megan 
asked for a clarification of the building deposit refund which is the return of rental 
deposit fees paid for use of town hall or pavilion.  Mandy noticed that people are using 
the town hall for activities.  Ending checking account balance was $89,917.39.  Megan 
motioned to accept the treasurer’s report, and Randy seconded the motion. 
Julie received a notice in the mail that our town insurance was not going to be renewed 
in April due to the fact that the insurance carrier was no longer handling public entity 
policies.  Town Manager/Marshal Kiefer said he would look into it since he has handled 
the insurance in the past.   
 
Old Business 
Rocky Ripple Flood Protection - Mandy checked in with Mike Massonne for a monthly 
update.  The city is currently working with various specialists to know how to get the 
best deal for the money based on the RFIs submitted.  They are not looking for the 
lowest bid but the bid that can do the job to the specifications desired.  To accomplish 
this, DPW is working closely with the legal department and the project team in making 
these decisions to identify the final engineering firm candidates that will be asked to 
submit bids for the project.  Mike Massonne is working on commencing regular 
meetings between Rocky Ripple and Butler again sometime this year.  Megan asked if 
she and Randy can be copied in on these meetings that Mandy has with Mike 
Massonne.  Mandy explained they are not meetings, but phone calls and most often 
texts between her and Mike.  Mandy said she would include Megan and Randy in the 
future when she emails Mike Massonne. 
 
Floodwall Advisory Committee - Randy emailed eight people, three of whom were still 
interested.  Randy explained that there is still not a clear direction when everything will 
commence and what the flood wall plans are precisely.  Randy will continue to reach out 
to people who have an interest and details will follow. 
 
Butler Tarkington Neighborhood Association Meeting - Megan and Mandy attended 
the Butler Tarkington Neighborhood Association meeting on the evening of Monday, 
February 10th.  Update on the Westfield Boulevard flood wall is that they have finished 
all construction tasks, now just working on the punch list.  DPW is working with Army 
Corps of Engineers for the certification.  Personnel within the Army Corps of Engineers 



has changed over the course of these two decades, so it is taking some time.  Mike 
Massonne stated he expects a minimum of twelve month for the process of certification 
to be done.  The comments from neighbors in Butler Tarkington were that they liked the 
Westfield Boulevard flood wall.  They felt it was aesthetically friendly to the 
neighborhood and liked that they could interact with it unlike the Warfleigh flood wall.  
The path is being used and is a nice addition to the area.  A question about planting 
trees was asked but not directly answered.  This is a City of Indianapolis Parks 
Department responsibility.  Dan Parker, Mike Massonne, and John Barth were all in 
attendance at the BT meeting.  Mayor’s Neighborhood Advocate, Natalie Von Dongen 
was also in attendance and she will be here in March at our town board meeting.  Dan 
Parker stated that repairs will start the weekend February 15th on potholes.  Residents 
were encouraged to call DPW and report them.  It was mentioned that Kessler Bridge is 
going to be repaired over the course of eleven months in 2021.  The decking will be 
redone, the sidewalks will be extended, and the bridge will be repaired.  No details 
about the aesthetics of the bridge itself.  Mike Mooney asked about the house on 
Riverview.  He asked how the city can give a permit if the intent of the city is going to 
put a levee there.  Mandy stated she assumes that was taken into consideration.  
Mandy said the owners received a permit. 
 
341 Ripple Road House Construction Update - Neighborhood Services issued them 
a citation.  No details in an entry on January 21, 2020 other than noted there was an 
infrastructure violation.  One of them is closed.  Mandy will inquire.  Dirt now covers the 
stone that was additional parking.  Water is draining right off.  Mandy would like photos 
taken of that when it happens again.  Donna has not yet agreed to attend a future board 
meeting, but Mandy will continue to pursue having Neighborhood Services attend.  John 
Barth will come at a later time.  Currently there is no legislation surrounding the issue of 
Airbnb.  However, John Barth is interested in looking into this matter. 
 
Ordinance update – Driveway Applications/Permitting - Randy went over a draft of a 
proposed ordinance for driveway permits.  He had included links to the Marion County 
ordinances which he will delete since links often change.  The basics are that an 
engineer may be needed, and the cost will be paid for by property owner.  Once a 
driveway is completed, an inspection is needed.  Discussion ensued about needing this 
ordinance.  Some in attendance want it in writing from Donna Price and Dan Parker that 
we are responsible for this ordinance.  Randy stated that all incorporated towns have 
driveway ordinances.  Randy read through many ordinances, permitting rules and etc. 
within the county, other counties, and across state lines.  Construction of a new or 
moving an old driveway is when this ordinance would come into play.  Simply adding 
more gravel would not cause action to be taken.  Once a final draft is written, public 
input will be allowed.    
 
Town Hall Website 
The new town in.gov website is being fine-tuned.  There are some functionality issues 
that need to be addressed and improved upon.  There are some broken links that need 
to be corrected.  Minutes transferred over fine in the conversion.  The town’s current 
website, rockyripple.com, remains active while the new website is under construction. 



 
Town Hall Maintenance/Repairs Update – Marshal provided resident Mick Gregory 
with details about required locks that need to be replaced after last month’s meeting and 
Mick provided a quote for $335.  The quote doesn’t include the exterior garage, but it 
works fine now according to the marshal who used some lock spray on it.  Randy 
motioned to accept this quote for $335 and to have the locks installed by the marshal 
and Mick.  Megan seconded.  
 
Police Car Funding 
No update. 
 
New business 
Marshal’s Report - Update on future asphalt paving.  Marshal thinks we can wait till 
May or June for most of our roads.  However, he wants to buy $200 worth of patch 
asphalt for the potholes around town that need to be fixed now.  Megan motioned, and 
Randy seconded.  Snow plow was gassed up for impending snowstorm.  The 
Community Crossing grant should be coming in soon.  On February 3rd, someone took 
a test drive of a car.  They knew the people.  Car eventually returned.  Car tagged on 
Patterson Street; car was towed.   
 
Committee Updates - No update on RREM.  Community Association has a Family 
game night on Saturday, February 22nd starting at 6:00 pm.  The Community 
Association has a meeting next Tuesday. 
 
Other - Butler Tarkington Neighborhood Association meeting - Natalie Von Dongen, 
Mayor’s Neighborhood Advocate, talked about the city’s Bicentennial.  The city is 
looking to partner with various organizations to plan Bicentennial-themed events.  There 
is an application and approval process.  If interested, Indyturns200.com is the website 
for more information.  Megan asked about the protocol regarding the President/Chair 
designation on the town board.  Mandy responded that the board decides among 
themselves who that will be.  At the present time, Mandy stated it seemed logical for the 
senior member to reside in that role while Megan and Randy learned the routine of the 
meetings.  Resident Kandy Kendall asked when the Rocky Ripple sign at the 53rd Street 
bridge would return.  The Marshal said he took it down.  Mandy will check with Mike 
Massonne to make sure that there is no problem with it going back up at this time since 
the Westfield Boulevard wall is complete.  It was asked if we are going to put aside 
some money for throwing some hot patch.  Mike is only doing cold stuff which is 
temporary.  There are some potholes on Annette that need some attention.   
 
With no further business, Mandy called for a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Megan 
moved the meeting be adjourned and Randy seconded it.  All were in favor.  Meeting 
adjourned at 8:28 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
Julie Smith 
Clerk-Treasurer 


