
Rocky Ripple Town Council Meeting 
September 10, 2019 

 
Rocky Ripple Town Board Trustee, Mandy Redmond called the meeting to order at 7:32 p.m.  Town 
board member Jill Morris was in attendance. Clerk treasurer, Kandy Kendall, was also present.  
 
Mandy officially welcomed Andy Hazel to the Board. Andy was appointed to replace Carla Gaff Clark 
who resigned August 6th.  Andy spoke a few minutes indicating he has two children, is the chair for 
RREM and currently does emergency preparedness for Hamilton County. 
 
Mike Massonne and David Borden, both with the Department of Public Works, were introduced. Mr. 
Borden replaced Melody Park as deputy director. Mr. Borden indicated he had been on the 
transportation/construction side of DPW for 9 years and now is on the flood control side. He is excited 
to bring his expertise and background to work with Mike on Rocky Ripple’s project. 
Mike gave the updates for both the Westfield alignment project as well as Rocky Ripple. 
Westfield: The graffiti will be power washed off the wall. Currently, on the wall is a powder coat so the 
graffiti should come off. Mike reminded the room that this is an Army Corp of Engineers project and 
thus, a federal offense to deface the wall.  
Mike believes Bowen will be moving the construction trailers off site Tuesday of next week. There is still 
a concern with the walkway pavement in the Butler area so that is now being addressed. 
October 4, 2019 is the projected termination date of the Westfield Alignment project; although it might 
be a few days off due to previous rains.  
There is still work to be done behind Rivi but again it is almost done. 
Jill asked who has the right of way near the Rocky Ripple bridges where the path crosses 52nd and 53rd 
Street. Mike indicated the right of way is the roadway and signs will be placed on the path at these 
crossings to warn the path users to stop. 
Mike also addressed the issue with the volcanoing of the dirt around the trees. Mike said there is 
nothing to be done now given the construction trailers are leaving. It is now Indy Parks Department land 
and Indy Parks will complete a planting plan indicating what the City wants. 
Scott Westphal asked about the flood panels. Mike explained that the panels were chosen instead of 
sand bags to be used on the bridges. The aluminum panels will be slipped in whereas it was thought the 
sand bags would be subject to people moving them and driving in or out of Town. However, Mike 
indicated that at the time the panels are slipped into place on the bridges, several homes in Town would 
already be under water. Therefore, it is not a safety issue of not being able to leave Town because all 
persons would have already been ordered to evacuate. 
Rocky Ripple Project 
Rocky Ripple’s project will not be a traditional bid and build because the City knows this is a special 
situation with homes being so close to the construction. Over the past two weeks Mike has been 
reviewing the finished RFI – request for interest. The RFI allows the City to post publicly and then 
engineering companies can come to the City with a letter of proposal stating this is what we want to do 
and this is how we would do it. DPW will then interview the planners on how they will do the project. 
This allows DPW to ask very specific questions.  
There can be a host of different ways to do this project and this is what the RFI allows. The City can 
make a decision and can choose a team to do the project or portions of the project and not just one 
company. Innovative ideas and cost control will be welcomed. Mike stated the RFI allows the City to 
choose a dream team. 
The Army Corp will not be involved. However, the project will be built to their standards so that the 
finished project will be able to be FEMA approved. 



Mike believes DPW should be ready to advertise by the end of September.  
The City will be the owner of the project at completion. 
Mike said the City is talking perpetual easements for those home owners that will lose access to their 
property. The City does not want to own the land because it then becomes public and over the course of 
years a trail could be proposed or other uses that would be 15’ from the back of homes. A home owner 
can ask for their land to be bought and they will receive two fair market appraisals. This would lead to 
negotiations and if the owner refuses to sell, it will go to eminent domain. David Borden said with 
perpetual easement, the home owner will still pay property taxes. 
DPW, Butler, and Rocky Ripple will remain as partners in all decisions. 
 
Mandy indicated there will be coordinating meetings soon with DPW, Butler, and Rocky Ripple. Mandy 
suggested citizens get involved by being part of the Flood Advisory Committee. To be on the Committee 
citizens need to let the Board know their interest in serving and then the Board will choose 8-9 persons 
to serve. 
Mike Mooney suggested the Rocky Ripple Board be significant partners with the residents during the 
land acquisitions. 
Donald Braid asked about the funding mechanism and Mike stated currently they do not know the level 
of funding that will come from storm water or the flood district. However, the  
first $15 million will come out of the storm water fund. 
 
Mandy thanked Mike and David for coming and giving the updates on both these projects.  
The meeting resumed its regular format. 
 
Secretary Report 
With corrections to the minutes, Jill moved the minutes be accepted and Mandy seconded it.  
 
Treasurer Report 
Kandy reported she paid both August and September water bills for the community garden and the 
town hall. There was a $15.00 bank monthly fee billed to us because the bank inadvertently separated 
our two accounts so we fell below the minimum monthly requirement. This has been corrected by the 
bank with a credit to our account. Jill moved the minutes be accepted and Andy seconded it. All were in 
favor. 
 
Old Business 
Street Paving  
Marshal Mike said he had not heard from INDOT about the current grant proposal submitted August 2nd. 
Mike asked that the Board approve another $750 for work filling pot holes that Globe had already 
finished. Jill made a motion to pay Globe $750 and Andy seconded it. All were in favor.  
 
341 Ripple Road Construction Update 
Donald Braid spoke to the City and they are paying close attention to the work being done on this home. 
Permits are in place for a new septic field but the location also appears to be where the builders are 
proposing placing the garage. They had asked for a sand mound septic to be put in. It still remains 
whether the builders are going from a four-bedroom home to an 8-10-bedroom home. The City said you 
cannot cite for intent so until unrelated people are living there, the City cannot do anything at this time. 
There appears to be a lot of unknows as to what is being proposed for this home.  
 
 



Town Hall Website 
Mandy stated that given the person who under whose ownership our Rocky Ripple website is managed 
is no longer in Town, we need to establish our own website. This is also an opportunity to establish an 
in.gov domain name when the site transitions. 
 
Town Hall Maintenance 
Marshal Mike said Jake Moss, local resident, provided a quote of $5,300.00 to replace the wood slates in 
front of the hall with concrete board.  Mandy asked for other quotes. 
Mike also talked to John Stohler about digging out at least 6 inches of gravel from the front of the hall 
entrance area. This project will also require going down inches into the gravel to replace it with larger 
stone that will let water soak in instead of pooling up at the entrance of the hall. Again, Mandy asked for 
other bids. 
 
New Police Car Funding 
Mandy said there was nothing to update tonight but this item needs to stay on the agenda. Mike said 
there are no grants for a day to day patrol car but only special needs vehicles that would fall under 
home land security. 
 
New Business 
Rocky Ripple Festival 
Dhyana asked if the Board would close 53rd Street from Crown to Annette. Marshal Mike said as in the 
past, we should also close 52nd Street to Sunnymeade. Jill made a motion these streets be closed for the 
festival and Andy seconded it. All were in favor. 
Volunteers are still needed in various areas.  
All artists, bands and food vendors have confirmed.  
WITT will be live on air 1.5 hours and Randy Sanders will be the voice of Rocky Ripple. 
Jim Tillett, local resident, will provide live actors from Time Piece Theater to be in the crowd. One group 
will represent the Irish workers who dug the canal. 
Adam Garvey will provide new sand to be dumped into the sand volley ball court. 
Hohlt Park Playground  
Dan Axler reported on Hohlt Park refresh project. Emmanuel Oweyo is finishing up the tree trimming 
along the park. Recreation Unlimited has been out for the past few days removing the old mulch. Dan 
gave a big thank you to Rachel and Chuck Wurthrich who helped remove the landscape cloth and 
treated wood barriers. Nick Wolf, Recreation Unlimited, reviewed the playground equipment and 
indicated in his professional opinion it is all solid and worthy of keeping.  
Mandy said she did not order the benches yet with RRCA funds and given they will not arrive in time for 
the festival, it was suggested to not order them until next year so that they do not sit out in winter. 
 
Community Association 
Dhyana reported that there will be a Meet the Candidate night, moderated by Margaret Brabant. 
Margaret is coordinating the candidates to find a date where all are available. 
Also, RRCA is sponsoring a thank you celebration for Carla Gaff Clark for all her years of service to Rocky 
Ripple. The date is Sunday, October 27th. Refreshments as well as a band are scheduled. More details to 
follow. 
 
 
 
 



RREM 
 Andy reported there are no updates. The meeting called for last week was not attended. Angela 
Herrmann has moved out of Town and this has resulted in a need for someone to take over the 
computer files. 
 
Marshal 
Marshal Mike had nothing to report. 
 
Community Concern 
Tamara Carr indicated her neighbors are using the easement behind her property and she wondered if 
this was legal. Andy said the easement should be split equally between the two property owners for 
their own use. 
Tamara also reminded everyone she is with the Red Cross and that they have a program to give home 
owners free smoke detectors. The program is always available and the Red Cross can come out anytime 
to do this. 
Jill asked if the tow path will be marked so that joggers and bikers know to stop for cars. She suggested a 
mirror be put up at Sunset and 53rd since it is a rise over the bridge and difficult to see pedestrians and 
bikes. 
 
With no further business, Mandy called for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Jill moved the meeting be 
adjourned and Andy seconded it. All were in favor. The meeting was adjourned at 9:12 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Kandy Kendall 
Clerk Treasurer 
 


