
Rocky Ripple Town Council Meeting 
March 12, 2019 

 
Rocky Ripple Town Board Chair Carla-Gaff Clark called the meeting to order at 7:33 p.m.  Town 
board members Mandy Redmond and Jill Morris were in attendance. Clerk treasurer, Kandy 
Kendall, was also present.  
 
Carla welcomed the community and indicated the meeting would open with discussion of the 
Rocky Ripple Flood Protection project funding.  The flood protection project was put at the top 
of the agenda due to residents expressing concerns with a recent flyer they received from a 
local resident discussing the funding of the levee project.   
 
Mike Massonne, project manager from Department of Public Works, was asked to attend the 
meeting to address resident concerns in regard to the project.  He said the cost of the project 
would be addressed through various funding pockets.  He noted that there have always been 
several pockets of money expected to be used and once the discussion of Rocky Ripple’s own 
district became a possibility through SB386 – another pocket of money was added. 
 
The funding is expected through the following mechanisms:  

1. City storm water fund  
2. City of Indianapolis’ commitment of $10 million. 
3. Butler University’s recent commitment of $3.65 million. 
4. Establishment of a flood funding mechanism known as a Flood Control Improvement 

District funding (FCID) for Rocky Ripple. 
 

Mike also reminded the residents the MOU is on line at Rocky Ripple.com flood page. 
Mike then took questions from the residents. 
 
Resident Mindy Welch stated that the MOU was signed in March 2017 but the creation of the 
flood district funding was not until 2018. 
 
Massonne assured that the MOU indicates the City committed $10 million in 2017 and that 
there is the city storm water funds as well that will be used. 
 
Resident Whit Overstreet stated that his understanding of the project, is that it will cost $66 
million, but that Rocky Ripple’s flood district is not to pay for the entirety of project. He said 
during the Board of Public Works meeting on February 27, 2019, it was stated that the 
Warfleigh project will put up $28 million and the Indy district will pay back $28 million. He 
questioned whether the Rocky Ripple district will eventually pay back all the expenditures 
incurred? 
  
Massonne noted, that the actual amount for the project is not yet available. He said, “we do 
have a feasibility study that shows we have a path forward to serve the goals of the MOU.” 

 



Resident Mike Smith, said, there is confusion in the language being used. He said the storm 
water fund is a surety. If the Rocky Ripple funding district does not pay off its amount, then the 
City will come back with the difference. 
 
Massonne stated, “That is correct.”  
 
Resident Dan Foreman asked what the percentage Rocky Ripple is expected to pay back by the 
“increase in the assessed value of our properties.” 
 
Massonne assured that he doesn’t have that answer at this time.  However, he said the funding 
will be a combination of what the properties’ assessed value increases are once the property is 
removed from the flood plain.  The current caps hold you from realizing the potential of your 
expansion and growth by being in a flood plain, he said. The delta in the change in property 
value is what builds and changes this.  
 
He said, as property values go up, that is where the dollars to pay the funding for the project 
come from. 
 
Resident Andy Hazel stated that he had found that the State has a property tax calculator on 
line that will take incremental value appreciation and show how much the State is going to 
assess each house.  
 
A number of residents expressed concern for a full financial analysis on the project, stating that 
at this time there has been none that they have been able to see.  
 
Massonne again assured that a full financial analysis will be done on the project as it moves 
forward and gets to that point in the development.  He said the taxing district will not lose what 
it needs to fund the project and more will be added from the city storm water district as 
needed to pay the bond. 
 
Carla said, “I hear many of you asking why we have not shared a financial analysis. We do not 
have one.”  Massonne added that he does not have one.  But a resident stated that he has seen 
one in Midtown Magazine on the project’s funding. 
 
Once again, Massonne assured, proceedings in this type of project often have documents of 
deliberation, and if the documents are deemed to not be made public, then they are not public 
documents, but are for decision making only. 
 
Several residents continued to ask for financial documents. 
  
Resident Carl Todd said he would like to address the issue of flood insurance.  He said that he is 
an underwriter for an insurance company and noted that flood insurance doesn’t always go 
down even after the district is FEMA certified. 
 



Massonne noted that once the project is finished, FEMA and the City will redraw the flood map 
for the Rocky Ripple area, and flood insurance would be expected to go down. 
 
Resident Martin Truesdell attempted to reassure residents by stating that, when wondering 
what your taxes will be in two years, note that the tax rate will stay the same because of the 
circuit breaker which only allows a 1% property tax increase each year.   He said it would be 
helpful if the town board would distribute examples of what taxes will be if a house is assessed 
at $100,000 or $150,000 etc. 
 
Angie Herrmann wrote on the erasure board websites to go to find out what taxes will be if the 
assessed value of your home increases. 
 
The board agreed to pull together a sample of an assessed tax increase table to be distributed 
with the assistance of a number of residents. 
 
Resident Aaron Rickleff once again asked about the number of options that had been looked at 
for this project, noting that he is concerned about the wildlife in the area. 
 
Mike Massonne  asked Carla to address the number of options as he had not been involved in 
all of them.  She said there had been 13 that she knew of and eight in the last three years 
through AECOM.  Mike assured that at least eight have been looked created for the project 
since his involvement three years ago.  
 
A number of residents continued to express concern about assessed values of their properties 
and noted that they did not want Rocky Ripple to change and were afraid they would not be 
able to continue to live in town. 
  
Mandy stressed that “we are talking about something gradual over years. This is not going to 
have a giant leap in your assessed value.”  She said the board voted on this for the safety of the 
community. 
 
Resident Randy Sanders advised residents to go to realtor.com and it will show the assessed 
value of homes.  Assessed value and selling price are two different things and a lot of times they 
are not the same, he said.  
 
Bill Bailey noted that everyone is talking about how property values will be going up. But he 
questioned how the property values of those on river with a wall behind them would be?  He 
asked, “will this project affect the value of those on the river and will their property values go 
down?” 
  
Mike Massonne stated that is speculation and no one knows what will happen to the property 
values along the river. 
 



Kandy Kendall, Clerk Treasurer, asked for clarification about the funding, reading from a flyer 
she had helped create and given to residents.  It targeted a $12 million figure being the only 
funding that would be coming from the city storm-water district and that the town would be 
responsible to pay back a $50 million project. 
 
Massonne noted that he was not sure where she got the $12 million figure in relation to the 
storm water fees and assured that the city has not, to his knowledge, ever expected Rocky 
Ripple to pay for the project and assured that he has never said it.  The amount from the city 
storm water district has always been discussed as the balancing piece for the project, he said. 
At that point, Carla thanked everyone for coming to this portion of the meeting and indicated 
that those that wish to leave and not stay for the Town’s business portion to please feel free to 
do so. 
 
Dhyana Raynor reminded everyone the Art Festival is scheduled for September 28th and that 
this may be the last year. It has been 20 years and she and Megan Wright are asking others to 
take over. 
 
Secretary Report 
With corrections made to the minutes, Carla called for acceptance of the February minutes. 
Mandy moved the minutes be accepted and Jill seconded it. All were in favor. 
 
Treasurer Report 
Kandy gave the treasurer’s report indicating the month only saw the normal expenses. With 
nothing further to report, Carla called for a motion concerning the treasurer’s report. Jill moved 
the treasurer’s report be accepted and Mandy seconded it. All were in favor. 
 
Poll Workers 
Kandy said she had been contacted by the Marion County Election Board concerning the 
opening of the townhall on primary day. Carla indicated there are no precinct committee 
persons in Town and so either she or Jill will probably get the call to open the hall. 
 
Old Business: The board thanked Jon Stohler and Scott Westphal for filling potholes.  
 
Neighborhood Infrastructure Partnership matching grant 
Mandy said she had been notified that Rocky Ripple Community Association was one of ten 
neighborhood 501(c)(3) to receive the matching grant. The grant will be for paving Canal 
Boulevard from 53rd to - 54th street. The grant quote from the City was $27,950.00.  The Town’s 
portion will be $13,950.  Kandy indicated we have $13,495 in the Town’s rainy-day fund and 
suggested we use this. The rainy-day fund was established three years ago when we moved 
money to set aside for paving as well as the money donated by Town residents for paving. After 
discussion, Carla called for a motion to use the money in the rainy-day fund for the Town’s 
portion of the matching grant. Mandy moved we use money in the rainy-day fund to pay for the 
Town’s portion of the neighborhood matching grant and Jill seconded it. All were in favor. 
 



Resident Dzintra Platicus brought up the construction that is occurring at 341 Ripple Road.  She 
has great concerns that this is being converted from a single dwelling home into a multiple 
unrelated dwelling with eight bedrooms. 
 
Jill said she has been talking to zoning and permits have now been pulled. Rocky Ripple is zoned 
D5: single and double family residence. Zoning did an inspection for HVAC and plumbing and 
electrical. They cannot say how many bedrooms are being added. Currently the house has four 
bedrooms. The biggest issue is with the septic tank and that might be the issue that stops the 
building. Jill said they have now installed surveillance cameras. Jill said there is a place on 
Indy.gov which allows for a citizens’ action portal. If you type in an address, you can see what 
permits have been pulled. Jill is staying on top of it. The home was bought by Albert Lui LLC. 
Dzintra –again asked if the Board would call a meeting between the new owners and her to 
finally have her fears put to rest. Bill Bailey stated that if we don’t do something about it now, it 
will be too late. 
 
Town attorney, Matt Dodson said the town board does not control zoning. Zoning is the 
authority of the City of Indianapolis and there is nothing the Board can do. Jill is on it. Matt said 
a meeting could be called, but it would be outside of the Board’s authority. Again, Jill said she 
will continue to work with Dzintra to try and find out where the new owners are going with this 
project. 
 
Resident Julie Smith asked about Airbnb’s in town and wondered what stops a rental property 
from becoming an Airbnb.  Resident Martin Truesdell responded that are specific stipulations 
that owners must meet before they can list their property as Airbnb. 
 
New Business: 
Indiana Humanities Initiative Discussion 
Resident Megan Hulland reported that the Indiana Humanities Foundation has three short 
movies about the White River and they are offering stipends for towns that want to hold 
viewings. The $150 stipend has to go thru a 501(c)(3) and that this would be a good opportunity 
to watch these movies about the White River and bring the community together. White Pine is 
featured in one of the films as is an interview with residents of Rocky Ripple. We would need a 
moderator and Megan has a few choices in mind. It was thought that after the films we could 
go outside behind the townhall and possibly have a river walk. Each movie is about 20 minutes. 
Mandy said the RRCA could sponsor the event and as a community event, the town hall could 
be used for it as long as the town board is okay with it.   Megan is willing to coordinate it. The 
Board has no issues and suggested Megan present it to the RRCA for a possible early April 
showing. 
 
Committee Reports 
RREM: Jill reported they have nothing. 
RRCA: Mandy said there will be a meeting Tuesday, the 19th.  
 
Marshal Report 



Marshal Mike said the only run was to check on the welfare of an individual who checked 
themselves out of the hospital against the doctor’s wishes. 
Mike also indicated that the arch in Peace Park the is rusting and needs to be removed. Also, in 
Hohlt Park, there is a bench that needs to be removed because the slats are rotted. Mandy said 
the RRCA possibly could pay for replacing the old benches and will bring this up for discussion 
at next RRCA meeting. 
 
Taekwondo 
Mandy was contacted by Master Mike who wants to do three, week long sessions in June from 
9-3 at the town hall. He has offered $1000 for the three weeks. Kandy said she reviewed the 
charges White Pine paid for their use of the townhall last summer. She reported that June 25-
29, White Pine paid $500 for use of the hall for 25 hours total. This equaled $20/hour. In July 
when White Pine rented the hall for three weeks, they paid $1800 for 110 hours or 
$16.36/hour. Master Mike is asking to use the hall for 90 hours over the three-week period and 
has offered to pay $1000 or $11.11/hour.  
 
The Board decided to discuss further at the April meeting. 
 
Community concerns 
Dan Axler noted that he wished to point out that the assessed value of your house versus the 
value of your house at selling time does not mean much because you will be taxed on what 
your house is assessed for. 
 
With no further business, Carla called for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mandy moved the 
meeting be adjourned and Jill seconded it. Carla called the meeting adjourned at 9:21. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Kandy Kendall 
Clerk Treasurer 
As amended by the Rocky Ripple Town Council 
 


