
Rocky Ripple Town Council Meeting 
February 12, 2019 

 
Rocky Ripple Town Board Chair Carla-Gaff Clark called the meeting to order at 7:32 p.m.  Town 
board members Mandy Redmond and Jill Morris were in attendance. Clerk treasurer, Kandy 
Kendall, was also present.  
 
Carla welcomed the community and indicated the meeting would open with presentations from 
Butler University and DPW concerning the flood wall project 
 
Butler University 
 Bruce Arick, Vice President of Finance and Administration, spoke and stated that Butler 
Board of Trustees continue to be committed to the project and that it voted in December to 
give $3.65million. This amount is what the Butler Board felt the 75 acres of playing fields in 
Butler south campus are worth. Butler Board will not need to be involved again. Bruce also 
mentioned that Butler will be giving approximately 20 wooded acres, west of the playing fields 
which is where the levee currently runs. 
 
Department of Public Works 

Mike Massonne, contract project manager for DPW spoke and indicated DPW will  
engage the Town about residents’ land that will be acquired for the project to go forward. The 
project’s goal is to have accredited flood protection. In order for DPW to have control and show 
FEMA this is an accredited flood protection project, DPW will have the residents’ property 
deeded to the City as a perpetual easement. Land acquisition will be early on. By State law, the 
City will engage each property owner with two appraisals at fair market value. Currently, there 
is not an exact date for when the land acquisition process will begin.  

The first step is to set up the flood works district formation. This is critical given the 
district boundaries will impact funding for the project. The first public hearing to establish the 
district will be February 27th . This will take four months. Rocky Ripple residents are district 
members since Rocky Ripple is in the flood way. Therefore, residents will receive notice via mail 
about the district boundaries as well as meeting dates.   

District assessment: Mike explained that when the flood works project is done, then the 
property values will increase because you are now out of the flood plain. The value of homes 
will go up thus allowing for an increase in property tax assessment. The difference in home 
value prior to the floodwall being built and after the floodwall is built, is what goes into the 
fund. The bonds the City will seek for the project will be based on this increased property value 
assessment. The City will seek that the flood works district be a 75-year district.  

Project agreement: Project cooperation agreements will be signed which allows the 
entities to work together and stipulate the project responsibility of each entity. The public 
hearings will be in the city county building and currently are listed as: 

February 27 – establish the district 
 April 18 – City County Council public works committee  
 May 15 – Metropolitan development meeting 
 



Once the district is in place, Mike stated that we can move forward with other aspects 
such as design of the project and procurement of land. Mike thought this would begin mid-June 
This will be the point when we can discuss river access. 

It is projected that the design and procurement processes will take 24 months. It is then 
projected that the project will take 24 months after that to be built.  
 
Carla then called for a break at 8:30 to allow our guests and residents to leave that wished to. 
 
 The meeting was resumed at 8:40 
 
Secretary Report 
With no corrections to the minutes, Carla called for acceptance of the January minutes. Mandy 
moved the minutes be accepted and Carla seconded it. All were in favor. 
 
Treasurer Report 
Kandy reported the base fee for IPL on all accounts is now a set $40.00/month; this includes 
street lights, Hohlt Park pavilion and Peace Park flag pole light. Kandy asked the Board to 
consider next year, possibly turning off the pavilion lights during the winter months since IPL 
indicated that there is no turn on fee. Mandy moved we turn off the pavilion lights for the 
winter months. No vote was taken. Kandy pointed out in the expenses for January that the 
original quote of $988 to replace the AED batteries and pads was actually billed at $840.00. 
Marshal Mike was able to get a price decrease for us. There has been no rental fee collected 
from Taekwondo classes in January or February. Kandy asked Mandy if she knew anything 
about the lack of fee payment. Mandy reported she has not had any communication with Mike 
Marienthal with Master Mike’s Taekwondo. 
IPL notified the Town that tree trimming from the power lines will take place in the next few 
weeks.  
Kandy reported the public notice from last month’s meeting with DPW had been removed from 
the bulletin board so this will not be in the Public Notice file that is kept. 
Finally, Kandy indicated she will not be running for another term. The Election Board 
misreported that running as an independent for clerk treasurer required 50 signatures. She 
called and it has been corrected to show the signature requirement is 7.  
With nothing further to report, Carla called for acceptance of the treasurer’s report. Jill moved 
the treasurer’s report be accepted and Mandy seconded it. All were in favor. 
 
Old Business 
INDOT Grant 
Marshal Mike reported he sent out bid requests to four asphalt companies. The Board received 
a response from Globe Paving on January 21st. Carla opened the bid and Globe had come in at 
$108,000.00. After reading the breakdown for each segment of the grant request, Carla called 
for approval of the Global Asphalt bid. Mandy moved the bid from Global Asphalt be accepted 
and Jill seconded it. All were in favor. 
 
 



New Business 
RRCA 
Dhyana reported there will be a meeting February 19th. On the agenda to discuss is the Easter 
Egg hunt as well as the Art Festival which will be held September 28th.  
 
RREM 
Everything is in place if there is an emergency response needed. Jill asked if a camera could be 
installed behind the townhall at the high-water marker. That way RREM does not need to come 
down and look at the marker. It was pointed out that since we do not have internet at the hall, 
RREM would not be able to access a camera. 
 
Marshal  
Marshal Mike reported there are many pot holes appearing in town and that we may need to 
do some patching prior to the street paving. Mike stated that John Stoler indicated recently 
that he could do some patching but that we need to wait until it warms up a bit. 
Mike reported he will be taking the police car in for an oil change and that new tires are 
needed. The cost for new tires should be about $700. 
The stop sign at 51st and Riverview was knocked down by our snowplow. Mike said it will be 
replaced as soon as the ground thaws and a hole can be dug. 
 
Community Concerns 
Bill Bailey reported that in January there was a semi and a bus that both came up to his end of 
Ripple Road and had to then back down the hill. Both vehicles had ignored the dead-end sign. 
He also reported there is a lot more traffic at his end of town due to the Air B&B next to him. 
There was resident discussion of the property at 341 Ripple Road which recently was sold. Whit 
spoke to the construction workers at the property and was told they are converting the home 
into 12 bedrooms and 7 bathrooms. Carla said Rocky Ripple is not zoned for multiple family 
dwellings. Jill said she called Code Enforcement prior to the meeting and was told by Code 
Enforcement that legally no codes had been broken so there was nothing they could do at this 
point. It was discussed and decided that the Town needs to keep contacting code enforcement 
because there also are no permits in the windows.  
 
With no further business, Carla called for a motion to adjourn the meeting Jill moved the 
meeting be adjourned and Mandy seconded it. Carla called the meeting adjourned at 9:21. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Kandy Kendall 
Clerk Treasurer 
 

  
 


